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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD IN THE MOOT AT THE PRIORY CENTRE, ST NEOTS 

ON TUESDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2019 
 
Present: Cllrs Chapman (Chairman), Banks, Pitt, Gregson, Christine Green, Maslen, Johnson, Eyre, 

D Giles, Terry, Speed, Thorpe, Cooper-Marsh, Davies, Slade, S Giles and Ferguson. 
  
Also present: Deputy Town Clerk, Civic Officer, Finance Manager 
 
Public Participation 
 
There were members of the public and press present.  A member of the public requested an update on the 
request for an investigation into the minutes of the council meeting held on 22nd March.  It was confirmed that 
these minutes had been approved by council and as legal action was being taken against the Council there 
were no further comments to make.   
 
A member of the public clarified that the legal action they were taking was nothing to do with the minutes of 
22nd March and stated that it was a code of conduct issue.  It was noted that code of conduct issues should be 
taken up with the monitoring officer. 
 
Members addressed the Council about the Climate Change item on the agenda and encouraged all to vote in 
favour of the proposal to become carbon neutral within 12 years and that it gets the attention it deserves. 
 
102. Apologies 
  
 Apologies were received from Cllrs Collins and Caroline Green. 

Cllr Hook was recorded as absent. 
  
103. Declarations of Interest 
  
 Cllr Gregson declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of St Neots Aquatic and Leisure. 
  
104. St Neots Aquatic and Leisure  
  
 Members received a presentation on the St Neots Aquatic and Leisure Grant Aid Application for a 

Splash Park.  Chairman Mick Mark’s presentation included various options available to fund the 
park.  He confirmed that the land on the old swimming pool site was now owned by the Trust.  
Some of the options were: 
 

• Free to use splash park for St Neots, requires a £250K grant from the Council.  This is their 
preferred option.  Two companies had provided splash park designs that could be built for 
£360K.  Mr Marks stressed to members that it was not an option for them to take a loan 
out due to the high risk to trustees.   

• Splash Park without a swimming pool built.  Still requires a capital grant but does not make 
use of the whole site. 

• Swimming pool only, requires no grant but would not make use of the entire site although 
some free usage time could be negotiated 

• Housing development to the back with a swimming pool at the front of the site 
• Retirement home provider interested in the site and would provide enough funds to build 

up to 3 splash parks at other locations around the town. 
  

Mr Marks concluded his presentation stating that it is not practical and a risk for the trust to take 
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out a loan and that a grant is their preferred funding route. 
 
The Chairman of the Council clarified that the previous interest free loan put to the trust two years 
ago had no repayment schedule and would have been secured on the land. 
 
Members debated the item and some were concerned that the grant application before them was 
for £200k yet the presentation made tonight was requesting the sum of £250k. 
 
Some of the concerns raised and discussed by members were the long term viability of the park, 
ongoing maintenance costs and how these would be funded, would the grant come back to the 
Council if the park failed, limited time the park would be used during the year and what would 
happen if the pool project does not come to fruition and the impact on the splash park. 
 
It was then proposed and seconded that this Council support this grant application for £250k and 
the Council find a way to fund this within a time period to allow something to be up and running by 
the summer. 
 
The Finance Manager informed members the budget for next year was recently approved and that 
consideration for this grant should have taken place at the time of the budget setting.  A capital 
grant should first be considered as part of the budget setting process in the next financial year.   CIL 
funds currently total £200k of which £100k has already been committed by the Council.   
Earmarked Reserves of approximately £200k have also been committed to other projects.   
Therefore the total uncommitted Reserves are estimated at approximately £100-£150K and there is 
no certainty when the next CIL money will be received.  If Council is to approve a grant of £250K we 
should not commit to a timescale as to when it would be paid as we do not have the funds 
available.  If the Council is to fund the grant through obtaining a loan, options need to be 
researched. 
 
Members then voted on the proposal and Cllr Thorpe requested a recorded vote, the results of 
which were as follows: 
 
For: (7) Cllrs S Giles, Eyre, Terry, Speed, Maslen, Davies, Slade 
Against: (6) Cllrs Banks, Pitt, D Giles, Thorpe, Chapman, Ferguson 
Abstained: (3) Cllrs Cooper-Marsh, Christine Green, Johnson 
 
RESOLVED to accept the proposal. 
 
The Council now have to agree how the grant is to be implemented and the Chairman suggested 
that the Chairman of the Finance & Governance Committee, himself, the Finance Manager, Cllr 
Gregson and the Chairman of the Trust set up a meeting to discuss and bring back to the next 
Council meeting. 
 
There was a show of hands in favour of the discussions taking place. 

  
105. Climate Emergency 
  
 A request had been received from residents to declare a climate emergency and work towards 

carbon neutrality by 2030 following a petition that had 82 signatures. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that St Neots Town Council join with other local authorities in 
declaring a Climate Emergency and to work towards becoming carbon-neutral by 2030. A working 
party from the Council and other organisations to be set up to work together to explore how this 
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may be done. This will fulfil 3 functions, leadership, action and encouragement by stating our 
concerns and may inspire others. The working part to report back to Council in 6 months time. 
RESOLVED unanimously to accept the proposal. 
 
Members who are interested in joining the working party were asked to contact Cllr Christine 
Green directly. 

  
106. Citizens Advice Bureau 
  
 The Chair of Trustees and their Chief Officer spoke about the continued large demand on their 

services and how grateful they were for the continued support of the Council.  They were here 
tonight to ask if the Council would continue to grant the £7k for 2019/2020 so that they could 
ensure they provide debt advice on one day a week. 
 
The Chairman proposed that Standing Orders be suspended until 10pm.  This was seconded. 
RESOLVED unanimously to accept the proposal. 
 
It was suggested that the HDC Customer Service office could be suitable for CAB to move it in to. 
  
It was proposed and seconded that the Council wait until the grants committee scheduled for 12th 
March and if there is any money left that evening this is to be allocated towards this application 
and also to look at part fund this financial year and part fund next financial year. 
RESOLVED to accept the proposal. 

  
107. West Street 
  
 It was proposed and seconded that £10K is taken from CIL to support the works to West Street. 

RESOLVED unanimously to accept the proposal. 

  
108. Minutes of Committees 
  
 The minutes of the Operations and Amenities Committee held on 22nd January 2019 were presented 

with the following recommendations: 
 
It was proposed and seconded that Full Council release up to £20k for roof and internal repairs to the 
Red Cross Building needed to make it structurally sound. 
RESOLVED unanimously to accept the proposal. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council look at all HDC and CCC land in St Neots Parish and 
apply for green open space orders. 
RESOLVED unanimously to accept the proposal. 

  
109. Proposal from the Chair 
  
 It was proposed and seconded that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press & public be temporarily excluded from the 
meeting and that they are instructed to with draw. 
RESOLVED unanimously to accept the proposal 
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…………………………………. 
CHAIRMAN 

110. Priory Centre 
  
 Members were handed quotations received by the Centres Manager for repairs to fire doors that had 

been reported as requiring repairs in a health and safety survey carried out in November 2018. 
 
51 doors had been highlighted as requiring works of varying degrees.  The works will be carried out in 
phases in line with the recommendations in the report.  The costs for these works are £63,656K and 
additional £2.5K is requested to have a further survey done by a professional company and to allow for 
remedial works. 
 
It was proposed and seconded to accept the report and determine where the funds will come from.  
This Council can act as the Tender Board as we have all the costings and accept the quote from KDP to 
avoid further delays. 
RESOLVED to accept the proposal. 
 
It was proposed and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
RESOLVED unanimously to accept the proposal 

  
 The meeting closed at 10.12pm. 
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